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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Common*, 
dated 2 June 1864 -for^ 



COP\ “ of the Circular or Instructions addressed in the present Year by 
the National Board of Education in Ireland to the Head and District 
Inspectors, ordering 1 them to make a Special Inspection of Convent* 
Schools, with the Date or Dates when such Circular or Instructions was or 
were sent, the Names of the Inspectors to whom sent, and the Form of 
Report they have been ordered to make 

“ And, Return of any Pupil Teachers appointed by the Board in Baggot- 
street Convent National School, Dublin, and when appointed, and of the 
Salaries paid, and out of what Funds paid ; and a Copy of any Letter of 
Instructions to examine such Pupil Teachers, and of the Report on or 
' Answer to the same.” 

£ 



(Sir Hugh Cairns .) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
15 June 1864. 



m 
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Part I. 

COPY of the Circular or Instructions addressed in the present Year bv the 
National Board of Education in Ireland, to the Head and District 
Inspectors, ordering them to make a Special Inspection of Convent Schools, 
with the Date or Dates when such Circular or Instructions was or were sent, 
the Names of the Inspectors to whom sent, and the Form of Report they 
have been ordered to make. 



(A.) 



Letter of Instructions addressed to Head and District Inspectors. 



(B. 0. 13—5 — 1864. — Immediate and important.) 

Office of National Education, 

Sir, 23 May 1864. 

The Commissioners of National Education have directed us lo call upon you 
to make a special inspection of and report on each Convent or Monastic School 
in your district. We are therefore lo instruct you to suspend at once the dis- 
charge of every other duly, no matter what its character, in order to carry out 
the wishes of the Board on this important business. 

We have accordingly to request that you will spend a day or so in the study 
of the queries and headings contained in the special form, on which you are to 
make your report on each school, and we cannot possibly doubt that, after an 
inspection based upon an intelligent apprehension of these queries, you will be 
able to give such an honest, thoroughly impartial, and comprehensive report of 
each Convent or Monastic School in your charge as will assist in the elucidation 
of truth in respect to a controversy which you can scarcely have failed to observe 
is going on in reference to Convent Schools. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) James Kelly, ] « 

William M‘ Creed}), f ’* 



ecretaries. 



(B.) 



Names of Inspectors to whom sent. 



Head Inspectors: 

James Patten, Esq., ll.d. W. A. Hunter, Esq. 

T. Sheahan, Esq. J. G. Fleming, Esq. 

J. E. Sheridan, Esq. J. Patterson, Esq. 



Mr. Porter. 

Mr. W. R. Molloy. 
Mr. Kennedy. 

Mr. Adair. 

Sami. Brown, ll.d. 
Mr. Currie. 

Mr. Dowling. 

Mr. M'llroy. 

Mr. Rountree. 

Mr. MacCreanor. 
Mr. John Molloy. 
Mr. M'Sweeny. 

Mr. Bradford. 

Mr. Connell. 



District Inspectors : 

Mr. O’Carroll. 

Mr. D'Arey. 

Mr. Simpson. 

Mr. O’Neill. 

Mr. M. Fitzgerald. 
Sir. O’Galligan. 

Mr. MacDermott. 

Mr. Healy. 

Mr. MacSheehv. 

Sir. Graham. 

Mr. Lawler. 

Mr. Coyle. 

Mr. John Browne. 

Mr. Potterton. 



Mr. Harkin. 

Mr. J. G. Fitzgerald. 
Mr. Eardley. 

Mr. Dugan. 

Mr. O’Callaghan. 

Mr. Robinson. 

Mr. Lane. 

Mr. O’Driscoll. 

Mr. Strong. 

Mr. MacLochlin. 

Mr. Macnamara. 

Mr. Hanlon. 

Mr. O’Connell. 

Mr. Sheehy. 
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(C.) 

Circular of Instructions addressed to Head and District Inspectors. 

Office of National Education, 

Sir * # 27 May 1864. 

Explanation having been requested by a few of the Inspectors on some of 
the points connected with the drawing up of the special form of the report on 
Convent Schools, we are to inform you : — 

1. That the report is to adhere as closely as possible to the queries and points 
embraced in the several queries. 

2. That the report is to be as expository as possible, and to be an impartial 
statement of the actual condition of the school. 

3. That suggestions, technical details, &c. &c., appropriate in ordinary reports, 
are accordingly to be avoided. Should the consideration of this report suggest 
any points of an important nature for the improvement of these schools as to 
organization, &c. &c., such points can be made the subject of a special commu- 
nication to the Board at some future period. 

4. That generalization upon Convent Schools, as a class, is to be avoided, the 
object of each report being to exhibit the condition of the particular school to 
which it relates. 

5. That in estimating the adequacy of the teaching power, a teacher for every 
40 children, or thereabouts, in average attendance, may be regarded as satis- 
factory. 

. That in answering queries 8 and 15 F (as to religions instruction'), the con- 
sideration which is to be regarded is, whether the time and attention devoted to 
the subject, taking into account its importance, are as ample and satisfactory 
&c., as in the case of ordinary National Girls’ Schools. 

7 ;, That in answering query 17, “ Character of the observations of the Inspec- 
tor,- the Inspector is to state simply whether these observations have been 
favourable or otherwise. 

8. Finally, the Inspector should take great pains as to perspicuity, &c. in the 
preparation of his report, and give himself ample time for the purpose ; and above 
all, he should see that each answer is a purely categorical and pertinent renlv 
to the query. r J 

We are, &c. 

(signed) James Kelly , -> c 

William M l Greedy,) Secretane s- 



(D.) 

Circular to Head and District Inspectors. 
gj r Office of National Education, 

* j,. lN ‘° ? uer y 4 . of , the S P e ™l Report o.i ConrenY Schools (of the 

aue v'i s Ah, • It - e ‘1 m /n m y0U ’ in expiation, that the answer to this 
query ts to be obtained in the following manner 

riieuu^hlr “ n e re f' Ster the pupiIs wi0 ^ ^" aU y left school, i. e., 
given up schooling altogether, and such pupils should of course be at least 

th;/» f “ age b “\ the circumstances of each locality will perhaps make 
this age more or less than 14 years. 4 1 

higher classes' 1 pUplls ’ tben ascerta in how many have left from the third or 

(c.) The proportion the latter bears to the total number of such punils 
in answer to the query. P P ’ 

If 
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If you have made your reply to this query ou any other principle, you should 
apply for your report with a view to revision. 

II. In our circular of the 27th, we directed you to give yourself ample time 
in the preparation of your report ; we should have added that it is most de- 
sirable these reports should be forwarded to this office with the least possible 
delay, and from day to day as they are written. 



We are, &c. 

(signed ) J ames Kelly, 1 o . . 

William JCreedj,,) 3 ^™ 5 - 



(E.) 



Letter of Instructions addressed to Mr. Nesbitt, District Inspector, 
Crumlin Road Convent National School, County Antrim. 



Sir, Education Office, 31 May 1864. 

We are to request that you will, at once, call at the above-named convent, 
and inquire whether Doctor Patten has been there within the last few days, 
reporting on the school. If he has not, you will have the goodness to examine 
the school, and furnish us with a special report, on the accompanying form, in 
accordance with the order of the Board, bearing date the 13th instant. 

A form was sent to Lisburn addressed to Doctor Patten ; but, as his journal 
has not been received, and as he is on leave of absence, it is feared that perhaps 
he has not received the form or circular letters forwarded to him on the subject 
of this inspection. 

You will, therefore, carefully peruse the attached papers, and send up your 
report on this school with as little delay as possible. 



To R. Nesbitt, Esq., 
District Inspector. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) James Kelly, 

William M'C 'reedy, J 



Secretaries. 



P.S. — Note. — By the 18th query it is meant to bring out how far the opera- 
tion of the Convent School has tended — (1), to increase the amount of education 
in the district, that is, to increase the number of the recipients of education ; (2), 
to improve the quality of the education given ; or, (3), to direct attention to any 
point or points in school management, or in the course of school instruction, not 
always observed in the common run of schools. Mow far also it has operated 
to produce the agents by whom education is carried on, and how far it has 
influenced the character of such : — This, as regards the first clause of the 
query. 

As* to the second, how far it has operated to extend national education among 
the masses ; if it has tended to attach the people to, and give them confidence 
in, our system of schools generally ; if it has aided in supplying our system with 
qualified teachers, and how far such teachers are distinguished, if at all, from 
those brought forward elsewhere. 



(F.) 



Circular to Head and District Inspectors. 



Office of National Education, 

g] r 1 June 1864. 

By the 18th query of the Special Form of Report on Convent Schools, it is 
meant to bring out, in regard to. the first, clause, — 



I. How far the operation of the school has tended, if at all. to increase the 
amount of education in the district, that is, to add to the number of its leci- 
3Q1. A 3 P ients > 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



pients, or to improve the quality of the education imparted, or if its operation 
has been the reverse. 

II. What point or points, if any, in school-keeping, or in the course of school 
instruction, not always observed in the ordinary run of schools, its management, 
or that of schools of its class, may have served to fix attention on, among 
teachers and conductors of schools generally. 

III. How far the school has operated to produce the agents by whom educa- 
tion is earned on, and how far, whether favourably or otherwise, it has in- 
fluenced the character of such. 

And, in regard to the second clause, — 

IV. Whether it has operated to extend National Education among the masses, 
or the reverse ; or tended to attach the people to, and give them confidence in 
our system of schools generally, or to alienate them from it ; and to what extent* 
finally, it has aided in supplying our system with qualified teachers, and how far 
such teachers are distinguished, if at all, from those brought forward elsewhere. 

We are, &c. 

(sigued) James Kelly , } 

William Greedy, / Secretaries. 

Note . — The forms for Special Report forwarded to the several Head and 
District Inspectors named under (B.j, embraced all the Convent or Monastic 
Schools in connexion with the Board. The other Inspectors in the service of 
the Board have no schools of this class in their charge, with the exception of the 
Gort Convent School, which is reported on by tile Head Inspector. 



(G.) 



Forms of Reports of Inspectors. 



1864. — Special Report. 

County Roll No. 

Cp°Q Monastic National School, 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community, 

Visited : day of 1864. 

Manager, 

Address, 



Total Number | 

Distinct Pupils ] 
on Rolls 
for 

tlie Year 1803. 


Number 
of Pupils in 

Attendance for 
tbe 

Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Bars of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequels. 


Third Class. | 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


Tot ax. 












| 






Average Ag< 

















1. (a) Adequacy of teaching power - 

(6) Acquirements, method of teaching, and or- 
ganizing skill of teachers - 

2. Efficiency of instruction, as judged by results - 

3. Management, care, and instruction of infant pupils 

4. Of 
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4. Of the pupils that have finally given up attend- 

ance at school, proportion that have attained 
to a satisfactory degree of education 

5. Results of instruction in Music, Drawing, and 

other extra branches - 

6. Results of industrial instruction - 

7. Results of moral training, as to the habits and 

manners of the pupils - - - - - 

8. Arrangements — and observance of specified ar- 

rangements — for religious instruction - 

9. (a) Acquirements of Monitors - - - - 

(5) Efficiency of their services as Junior In- 
structors ------ 

(e) Measures adopted for preparing them for 
their duties ------ 

(d) Results of tlic-ir annual examinations - 

10. Observance of the Board’s Rules by the con- 
ductors of this school - - - - - 



11. ( a ) Adequacy of the accommodation in school 
and class-rooms, allowing six square feet 
for each pupil in average attendance 

(b) Healthiness and convenience of school-rooms 

as to light, ventilation, out-offices, &c. 

(c) Expense incurred in the building and fur- 

nishing of the school-house and offices 

12“. Supply of Maps, Charts, Apparatus, and usual 
school requisites; and expense incurred in 
providing them ------ 

13. Effect, if any, of the operation of this school in 

drawing out from their homes and bringing 
u nd e r the influence of instruction those chil- 
dren of the more destitute classes who would 
otherwise probably attend no school 

14. In what way, and to what extent, has the existence 

of this school affected the operation of Lay 
Male Schools around it ; and by what agencies 
has such influence been brought to bear? 

15. Relative estimate of the educational value of this 

Monastic School as compared with the ordinary 
Boys’ Schools of the district, in regard to the 
following : — 

A. As to efficiency of general course of instruction 

B. As to care, & c., of infant pupils - 

C. As to instruction in Music, Drawing, and 

other extra branches - 

D. As to industrial instruction - 

E. As to moral training - 

F. As to religious instruction - 

Gr. As to observance of Board’s Rules 

H. A6 to school-room accommodation, &c. 

I. As to supply of educational apparatus - 

K. As to attractive influence in bringing children 
of the poor under instruction - 



16. Number of inspections and visits-, 
made by the Inspectors of | 
the. Board to this school | 
. during the years - -J 


^Inspections - j 
Incidental visits ! 


I860. 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


-39L 
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17. Character 
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17. Character of the observations recorded by the 

Inspectors ------- 

18. General observations as to the effect of this Mo- 

nastic School on Education generally in dis- 
trict, or on Education as conducted on the 
system of the National Board of Education 



Inspector, 

Rank, 

Religion, 

Date day of 1864. 



1864. — Special Report. 

County Roll No. 

^P 011 Convent National School, 

Name of Order, Institute, or Community, 

Visited : day 0 f 1864. 



Manager, 

Address, 



Total Number 
of 

Distinct Pupils 
on Rolls 

the Year 1863. | 


Number 
of Pupils in 
Average 
Attendance for 
the 

Year 1863. 


Number of Pupils present on Days of Special Inspection in 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Sequel*. 


Third Class. 


Fourth and 
Higher Classes. 


[ ToTAt. 


















Average Age - 




TP 









1. (a) Adequacy of teaching power - 

(3) Acquirements, method of teaching, and orga- 
nizing skill of teachers - 

2. Efficiency of instruction, as judged by results 

3. Management, care, and instruction of infant pupils 

4. Of the pupils that have finally given up attendance 

at school, proportion that have attained to a 
satisfactory degree of education - 

5. Results of instruction in Music, Drawing, and 

other extra branches - 

6. Results of industrial instruction - 

7. Results of moral training, as to the habits and 

manners of the pupils - 

8. Arrangements— and observance of specified ar- 

rangements — for religious instruction - 

9. (a) Acquirements of Monitors - 

(3) Efficiency of their services as Junior Instruc- 
tors 

(c) Measures adopted for preparing them for their 

duties 

(d) Results of their annual examinations 

10. Observance of the Board’s Rides by the con- 

ductors of this school - 

11. ( a ) Adequacy 
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11. la) Adequacy of the accommodation in school 

and class-rooms, allowing six square feet 
for each pupil in average attendance - 

(b) Healthiness and convenience of school-rooms 

as to light, ventilation, out-offices, &c. 

(c) Expense incurred in the building and fur- 
nishing of the school-house and offices 

12. Supply of Maps, Charts. Apparatus, and usual 

school requisites; and expense incurred in 
providing them ------ 

13. Effect, if any, of the operation of this school in 

drawing out from their homes and bringing 
under the influence of instruction those chil- 
dren of the more destitute classes who would 
otherwise probably attend no school 

14. In what way, and to what extent, has the ex- 

istence of this school affected the operation of 
Lav Female Schools around it ; and by what 
agencies has such influence been brought to 
bear 'i ------- 

15. Relative estimate of the educational value of 

this Convent School as compared with the 
ordinary Girls’ Schools of the district, in regard 
to the following : — 

A. As to efficiency of general course of instruc- 
tion ------- 



B. As to care, &c. of infant pupils - - - 

C. As to instruction in Music, Drawing, and 

other extra branches - 

D. As to industrial instruction - 

E. As to moral training - 

F. As to religious instruction - 

G. As to observance of Board’s Rules 

H. As to school-room accommodation, &c. 

I. As to supply of educational apparatus - 

K. As to attractive influence in bringing chil- 
dren of the poor under instruction - 



16. N umber of inspections and visits \ 
made by the Inspectors of) 
the Board to the school dur- f 
ing the years - - -I 



Incidental visits 



17. Character of the observations recorded by the 

Inspectors ------- 

18. General observations as to the effect of this Con- 

vent School on Education generally in district, 
or on Education as conducted on the system 
of the National Board of Education 



1860. 



1861. 



1862. 



Inspector, 

Rank, 

Religion, 

Date, day of 
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Part II. 

RETURN of any Pupil Teachers appointed by the Board in Baggot- 
street Convent National School, Dublin, and when appointed, and of the 
Salaries paid, and out of what Fund paid ; and a Copy of any Letter of 
Instructions to examine such Pupil Teachers, and of Report on or 
Answer to the same. 



(A.) 

Letter from Airs. M. M. Norris, Superioress of Baggot-street Convent. 
(Roll No. 2018 .) 

Baggot-street National School, 

Gentlemen, 1 September 1862 . 

I eeg to draw the attention of the Board to the average attendance of our 
schools, and the arrangement of the organization with respect to our monitresses. 
We have had an average attendance for the year of 751, and for each of the last 
three months — June 910, July 934, August 928. 

For the instruction of such a number, we require a large staff of monitresses ; 
our present number is only 18, four of whom are juniors. It would, we pre- 
sume, be easily perceived, that so small a staff of monitresses is quite inadequate 
to our wants. Mr. Lentaigne, one of the Commissioners, a few days ago in- 
formed us that the Board had granted four pupil teachers, at 20/. a year each, 
to the Sisters of Charity School at Kings Inn Street, and we venture to hope 
that our claims will recommend us to at least an equal share of the Board’s 
favour. 

We have four senior monitresses in their fourth year, whom we can strongly 
recommend for the office of pupil teacher ; but we are prepared to place their 
selection in the hands of the Inspectors. Besides the appointment of four pupil 
teachers, we would hope that the Commissioners would extend the number of 
senior monitresses to 20, and of juniors to 6. 

We believe we are not deceiving ourselves in the conviction, that the Board 
will not rank us amongst the least deserving of their conventual and faithful 
clients, “ The Sisters of Mercy.” 

Believe me, &c. 

(signed) M. M. Norris. 



(B.) 

Coft of the Order of the Board of National Education, made on the foregoing 
Lettei, and bearing date the 5th September 1862 . 

(B. O. 5—9—1862.) 

Ordered, That the Head and District Jnspectors be authorised to select from 
ti e senior monitresses of the school four young persons to serve as pupiT eache ” 
at the rate of 201 per annum each, from the 1st September 1862 ! P P ’ 

That the monitorial stall of the school shall for the present consist of,- 
[a.) Four pupil teachers. 

(b.) Eighteen senior monitresses. 

(c.) Four junior monitresses. 

The eight vacancies consequent on the above arrangement in the class of 
senior momtresses are to be filled up at once by the Head' lid MsSct • 

and those appointments are to date from the lath September 1862. P ’ 
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Letter from W. H. Newell, Esq., ll.d., Head Inspector, in relation to the 
order of the Board, dated 5 September 1862. 

Baggot-street Convent National School, 
Gentlemen, " 20 September 1862. 

I have the honour to inform you that, owing to my absence on leave, your 
letter of the 6th instant only reached me on the 13th instant. In this letter you 
direct me, in conjunction with the District Inspector, to select four pupil-teachers 
and eight paid monitresses to act in the above-named school. The District In- 
spector could not accompany me, as he had arranged to be in England on this 
day, which was the day agreed upon between the manager of the school and me, 
for the examination of the candidates. I was engaged in this examination from 
ten until past four o'clock, without a minute's cessation. 

I may remark that the answering was generally very good. 

I beg to submit the names of the successful candidates : 



Pupil Teachers. 



Mary Kelly. j Mary A. Madden. 

Margaret JJermody. | Kate Bennett. 

These four girls have been acting as senior paid monitresses. 
Senior Paid Monitresses. 



Mary Lawler, j These have served 
Mary Kenna. | as junior paid 
Nannie Kelly. J monitresses. 
Kate Byrne. 



M. A. Sharpe. 
Agnes M‘Donagh. 
Mary Ward. 

Mary Doran. 



Junior Paid Monitresses. 



Eliza Cox - - - - vice M. Lawler. 

Eliza Hutton - - - - ' - - - M. Kenna. 

Philomena Dermody - - - - „ N. Kelly. 

M. A. Conlan Anna M. Nevin. 



A. M. Nevin has been dismissed for non-proficiency. The others who caused 
vacancies in this rank have been, as stated above, promoted. 

There are, besides these 16 persons, 10 other senior paid monitresses, making 
the total number of all classes 26. 

I beg to submit the names of these 10 monitresses : 



Mary M‘Quaid. 
Honoria Hagan. 
Mary A. Nolan. 
Margaret Batty. 
Eliza Knight. 



To the Secretaries, 
&c. &c. &e. 



Mary Hampson. 

Louisa Davis. 

Margaret Brennan. 

Polly Kelly. 

Mary Cox. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) JV. H. Newell, Head Inspector. 



3P 1 * 
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Copy of the Order of the Board of National Education on Head Inspector 
Newell ' s Letter of the 20th September. 

(B. 0., 3 October 1862.) 



Ordered , — That, in conformity with the terms of the Board’s Order of the 6th 
September 1862, the following appointments be made in the Baggot-street 
National School : 



Mary Kelly 
Margaret Dermody - 
Mary A. Madden 
Kate Bennett - 

Mary Lawler - 
Mary Kenna - 
Nannie Kelly - 
Kate Byrne 
M. A. Sharpe - 
Agnes M'Donagh 
Mary Ward 
Mary Doran - 

Eliza Cox 
Eliza Hutton *■ 
Philomena Dermody 
M. A. Conlan - 



To be paid as pupil teachers, at the 
rate of 20 l. per annum, from the 
15th September 1862. 



To be paid as senior monitresses, at 
the rate of 5 1. per annum, from 
the 15th September 1862. 

- J 

) To be paid as junior monitresses, at 
the rate of 2 l. per annum, from 
the 15th September 1862. 



Further Ordered, — That salary be withdrawn from A. M. Nevin, junior paid 
monitress, from the 15th September 1862, for non-proficiency. 



(E.) 



Note . — Salaries paid out of the funds placed by Her Majesty’s Government at 
the disposal of the Commissioners of. National Education, Ireland. 
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